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PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT 
BETWEEN 

THETFORD ACADEMY AND THE LYME SCHOOL DISTRICT 

By tmte.ring into thh; ijG_fijflment, Thcrfuvd Academy (her~lna.fte:ir 11the Academy11) and tho Lyme School 
District (hereinafter uLyrne") commit to building 11.nd 1nmlntaining a close relatielflshlp that is to thi.: mutual 
benefit of both parties. The term.s of the agreement are as follows: 

Thetford A'-athtmy ;il,i!ll guirnnt@.@ Q:nr-uliaumt 1-11wnrnlly1 thrawih thij 2020~2021 solwiol y\:':lar, for all 
resident Lyrne r:rti.1derits Whe eii.n ;,r1:ivide 1rvid&riO@ JJf ga~d st1rnding ll.ti defined in_ Addendum A of this 
agreement, 

Lyme 1.illil.l! oft"er all resid~nt l,.yl"l-l!li mitlt!IHii tf1a 1.hijl1,i;ii, of1milncl!Ag 'fhelfurd Aea.tfomy, with full 
tuition paid by the Lyme $chdol District through the 2020~:!02 l ~clwol ye111·, 

Thetford Academy re:,erveei th~ right t0 ,;fony enrn!lnumt tu uoy student who has a documented history 
of behavior which could be potenti!.i.lly tlrnla.teRh1g te:1 the safety of the school community or to the 
student's own safety and which is not rdnted to 11 doeumented disability. If a student is denied 
enrollment, s/he may £1.ppeal t!w decl$!On 11ceording to the procedure in Addendum B of this 
agreement 

(\) Th@tforC AijaJ~my ~hall prn\:i(,j~ _g U~iH l.lll ii~ JlpijuJ tif:Vru,Hl'.;lii;S for a _r~pl'~~tmrativi:: ~~pointed by 
the Lyme School Di~tr1ct, ani;l thl.\i Hif,1fld!ii1mt1Hiv~ shall partieip11te actively in .Board decision­
making and comm!ttQi: work. 

(!i) Thl:!tfcwrl Asu1tll.l!11f tilui.Jl i,i~i.;l.il,.l!'~/.lij i:!.P~ ~4~1icH (.li?ll~i:iorijJion b,i: lt~ tQ!i(;!l.1n with th~ tcacluws of 
the Lyme School, mid the Lyme School District shall likewise encourage and suppo1t 
coliaboration by the Lyme School's teachers with the teachers of Thetford Academy, regarding 
the creation and irnplementation of meaningful educational activities to benefit students and/or 
families from both institutions. 

(iii) Thetford Academy shall invite Lyme's middle~school-age students to join age-appropriate 
activities and programs at the Academy when ~pac~ is avallable, and Lym~ shall promote such 
invitations to its families. 

(iv) Annually, Thf:tford Academy shall visit the Lyme School to make afl admissions presentii.tion to 
families, and the Lyme School's middle-school students shall visit the Academy for a tour and 
educational program. 



III. TUITION 

By entering !nto this agreement, Thetford Academy and the Lyme School District agree tc comply 
with the ACademy's terms for Day~Student Tuition (contained in Addendum C of this agreement). 
The parties shall sign, annually, a separate Specia: Education Agreemer.t that outlines special 
education costs, billing procedures, and the responsibilities of both parties. lfthe terms of the Special 
Education Agreement conflict, in any given year, with the terms-:isted in Adder:dum C, then the term<:: 
of-:-:-.at year's Special Education. Agreement :1hn1l prevalL 

!V. MVllilW AWll lUili'IEWAI, 

This agi-:aemeni shall ~ revl@v.«i l:1 d1i 2o;u1~2021 ii,heoi y:ga,f 8-y t:lu1 'rh~fonl A~tuny Hoard of 
Trustees and tlte Lyme Sehoel Board, r-tcap~etlwdy, !ll'ld may bee renewed by mutua.l written consent of 
the parties, If the Lyme Sehool Board wlsht;; to Nncw the pa~tnershlp agrooment, it shall send a 
written request m lite Theiford Academy Board of Trustees by December l i 2020. Thetford 
Academy's Board of Trustees shall respor.d with written no;:ification to the Lyme School Board by 
January 15, 2021, indicating whether Thetford Acidetny wiihes tc renew the agreement and enter into 
discussions regarding the same. .rn the absence of any decision by the parties whether to renew this 
agreemem, it shall continue 'for ll.11 additional pe.rlod of one school year and expire on June 30, 2022 . . 

V, MOP!FIC4l'IQl'f 

The t,mns i:,:f'tkis !ljr@@me:Rt JriiY b~ modi~a id u~ tlmi: lil~ ~utu~l :writt-t11 ~oHattllt of the piwtiiiti. 
The parties shall i,i-fom each othi:,r µrtiml)tly ol'llfi~ r,,:visiom; to thelr re:speed\'e polieies and 
procedures which may &ftett the termij of tl\Ui ogt'{.tment; but, in the event of any dlserepaney oetween 
this agreement (including the Addenda) tll'ld eld1;r party', policies and proceduresf the terms of this 
a,g:reernent shall prevail until/u11l;is.s lt hi.ls been updated. 

his thei latcntlen 1111d 1.rndi!i&U.Utdiws Gfrfi1i;;tftiHl AcwJom~ am:i th11 Lt•lfu~ Seht:}o[ lJi3!fh.lt HiaJ ~th 
partie!S shall rr.ake evary eifl:'.ll't tiJ ~iiii:,l~w dii;aa~tt1unts1 ltt~luUing dl:iligrtinn,m~ about the 
implementation ofbi1Hng proeedUNS, 't'he parth,is aeknowledge a dtsiro and intent to resolve any 
disagreerru:nw involving thi~ partnership ngrccinent by d!feet discu$sions and negotlatkil'\il, In th¢ 
event the parties oannot resolve a_ di:iagreerner.t through such means, eit.her party may terrnlnirn: the 
agreement at the end of the then,.oLU"rer.t school year. 

' ~.• 
y Boatd <if'l"rustee.11 

c~ 
Signed: --



ADDENDUM A: 
Provision of Evidence of Good Standing 

(from section IV.A. of Thetford Academy's Policy on Admission. of Day Stu.dents [C2SJ dated Sept. 13, 2018) 

A :student from a non~deslgnating town may be eh,nied admi.llllkm ifs/he is not in good standing at the 
school or schools most recently attended, if the student has previously attended school. A student shall be 
considered "in good standing" ifs/he can provide evidence of the following: 
(i) s/he has not been legally dismissed or suspended for more than ten days during the preceding twelve 

months for disciplinary reasons, and 
(ii) s/he is making satisfactory progress toward the completion of an approved school or home study 

program, and 
(iii) her/his school attendance record presents a reasonable likelihood that any existing attendance 

requirements of Thetford Academy will be met. 
A student who is unable to provide evidence of good standing may be admitted if It is the determination of 
the Head of School, based on information prosented by-the student, that there is a r-easonable likelihood that 
the student will benefit from and succeed in the progro.ms offered by Thetford Academy. 

ADllENDUMB: 
Appeol of Denial of Adruission 

(from section IV.B. afThet[Ol"d .Aeademy's Polioy on Admission of Day Students [C25] dated Sept. 13, 2018) 

If a student from a non-designating town is denied admission to Thetford Academy, the student may appeal 
the decision to the Head of School. Jfstill denied admission, the student may appeal the Head of School's 
decision by submitting within ten days of the dental a written request to appeal to the Thetford Academy 
Board of Trustees. The Board of Trustees shall provid~ an opportunity for the student and/or his or her 
parent or guardian to discuss the request not to uphold the decision of the Head of School. The Board shall 
render a decision within 30 days of the request to appeal. 

ADDENDUIVIC: 
D11y .. Student Tuition 

(from section JV.C. o/Theiford Aeeu-/~my'J Policy em Admi5sfon of Day Students {C25J dated Sfi.pt. 13, 2018) 

1. On or before January 15th of each year, Thetford Acad(;lmy shall establish tuition rates for day students 
for the next school year and shall notify the school board(s) of all sending•town school districts and the 
Secretary of Education of any proposed increase in tuition rates. Tuition rates shall be established in 
accord with Chapter 21 of Title 16 of the Vermont Statutes Annotated and regulations of the State 
Board of Education. Jn calculating base tuition rates, all operating expenses and capital costs shall be 
amortized equally across the student body. The base tuition rate shall be the same for all day students, 
regardless of town of residence. 

2. Payment of tuition shall be made in two equal installments, due within 30 days of the date of an invoice 
from Thetford Academy. Invoice dates will be September 15 and December 15. 

3. When a student enrolls at Thetford Academy after the beginning of a semester, tuition for the student 
shall be pro•rated accordingly and shall be payable immediately. 



4. S1mding towns shall rnceive reimbursement of public tuition funds for students who have withdrawn 
from Thetford Academy, on a per~diem pro~rated basis, following formal written notification of 
withdrawal by the student's parent or guardian. Sending towns shall also receive public-tuition 
reimbursement, on a per-diem pro~rnted basis, for students who have been dismissed from Thetford 
Academy, following formal written notification of dismissal to the student's parent or guardian and to 
the sending town's sehool board. In cases of dismissal for truancy, pro~rated tuition reimbursement will 
be eounted from the first day of absence in the consecutive sequence leading to dismissal. Students 
from non-sending towns who pay private tuition to Thetford Academy and who have been dismissed 
from the Academy for any reason are not eligible to receive private-tuition reimbursement Temporary 
separation from the school, such as a suspensiein for disciplinary reasons ar an absence due to illness or 
family emergency, shall not be grounds for adjustment of public or private tuition~payment obligations. 

5. Thetford Acad~my shall 110tify the sending toWfl1S &cheol superintendent (as well as parents or legal 
guardians) in writi11g when. any enrolled student has exceeded absence limits as specified in the Student 
Handbook, in order for the sendil'lg town to help promote regular attendance. 

6, For ~~m;,iing~town !:ltudt!ilbi 11,uolled at Th~tforJ Ai;lld(;lm)' and in a vo1.,aticmal program at ~ith~r River 
Bend Career & 'technical Center or Hartfurcl Al'ea Caretlr and 'fe,elmology Center, Thetford Academy 
shall bill the sending town a voca,ticnal~studi::nt rate, based on tl1e assumption that each such student is 
enrolled for four course credits in1 that year at Thetford Academy. Sending towns shall assume 
responsibility for technical/voeational~center tuition and shall make payment directly to River Bend 
Career & Technical Center or Hartford Area Career and Technology Center, as appropriate, for 
sending-town students enrolled in the programs at those Institutions. 

7. For each student on a Sec:tio11 S04 l-"l1u1, i!H.,tfiml. Aoaderny shall invoiee exeesr., cost in addition to the 
base tuition rnte, For sending~town jfude111s with Ittdividual!ied Eduee.tien Programs (IBPs) pt!r federal 
IDEA statutes, Thetford Academy shall bill the se1,ding town aecordlng to the services !dentified in the 
IEPs on a fee-for-service invoice otherwise known as Spticial Education Exeess Cost. Individual 
student contracts will be provided through the Special Education Agreement signed with the sending 
town, which shall outline the costs, bi!ling procedurei, and responsibilities of both parties. 

8. Interest at an annual rate of2% above i,rime h'lteiro.st f!ites (a1urnal) shall be charged on balam:e5 tlmt 
remain unpaid after 30 days, 


