PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT
BETWEEN
THETFORD ACADEMY AND THE LYME SCHOOL DISTRICT

By sntering into this agrgement, Thetford Academy (hereinaftor “the Academy™y'and the Lyme Scheel
District (hereinafier "Lyme") commit to buliding and maintaining a close relationship that is te the mutual
benefit of both parties. The terms of the agreement ars as follows:

IE,

ENROLLMENT GUARANTEE

Thatford Academy shall gusrantss anmlimant wnnusily, thraugh the 2020.2021 scheol year, for all
resident Lyme students whe ean provide evidenss of good standing us dofined in Addendum A of this
agreement,

Lyme shall offer all vesident Lyme studenis the choles of nitonding Thetford Academy, with full
tuition paid by the Lyme $chdol District through the 2026-2021 school year,

Thetford Academy reserves the right 1o deny errollment to any student whe has a documented history
of behavior which could be petentiglly threatening to the safsty of the schgol community or to the
student’s own safety and which is net reluted to a dogumented disability. If a student is denied
enrollment, s’he may appeal tho decision aceording to the procedure in Addendum B of this
agreement.

DEMONITRATIGNS GF MUTUAL CRMMITMENT

(i}

(i)

{1}

(iv)

Thetford Achdunty shall pusyids 8 ssat oir it Board of Frustegs for a repressutative appointed by
the Lyme School District, and this seprasentative shall participate ackively in Board deeision-
making and commiites wark,

Thetford Acadamy shall sncanrgs apd suppae vallaborasion by s taaghers with the tcachors of
the Lyme School, and the Lyme $chool District shall likewise encourage and support
collaboration by the Lyme School's teachers with the teachers of Thetford Academy, regarding
the creation and implementation of meaningfu! educational activities to benefit students and/or
families frem both institutions.

Thetford Academy shall invite Lyme's middie-school-age students to join age-appropriate
agtivities and programs at the Academy when space is available, and Lyme shall promote such
invitations to its families.

Annually, Thetford Aeademy shall visit the Lyme School to make an admissions presentation ta
families, and the Lyme School's middle-school students shall visit the Academy for a tour and
educational program.



HI. TUITIGN

By entering inic this agreement, Thetford Academy and the Lyme School District agree to comply
with the Academy’s terims for Day-Btudent Tuition (contained in Addendum C of this sgreement
The parties shall sign, annuaily, a s¢parate Special Education Agresment thaf outlines special
zgducation costs, billing procedures, and the responsibilities of both parties. [f the terms of the Specisl
Edugation Agreement conflist, in any given vear, with the {erms listed in Addendum C, then the terms
of that year's Special Edueation Agreement ahall pravail.

V. REVIEW AND RENEWAL

This eipeement shall be coviewad in the 2026-2021 seheo! yeur by the Thetford Asademy Board of
Trustees and the Lyme Sehool Bonrd, respactively, and may b rencwad by sutaal wiitten consent of
the parties, If the Lyme School Baard wishes to snaw the pastnership agreemant, if shall send a
written request 1o 1he Theiford Asademy Board of Trustees by December |, 2020, Thetford
Academy’s Board of Trustees shall sespond with written notification to the Lyme Schaol Bosrd by
January 13, 2021, indicating whether Thetford Aczdemy wishes to renew the agreement and enter into
discussions regarding the same. In the ahsenge of any decision by the parties whether fo renew this
agreement, it shall continue for 4n sdditional peried of one schoo! year and expire on June 36, 2022,

V. MODIFICATION

The terms of this agreermont may be modified af say Ume by mutusl writisn congent of the partios,

The parties shall inform sach othay pmmﬁtly of any revigions 10 fhelr respentive policiss and
procedures which may affect the terms of this sgreement; but, in the event of any diserepancy detween
this agreement {including the Addenda} and either party's policies and prosadures, the terms of this
agreement shell prevall unti¥unlesy i hus boes epdated.

¥ DISPUTE RESOLUTION

Tt is the intention and undessianding of Thetlbed Academy and the Lyme Schaol Distsist that bath
warties shall make evary effor 1o rasnlve disnaresments, nsiuding disagreements shout the
impismentation of bliling pressdures. The pastias seknowledge a desire and intent to revolve any
disagresments involving this partnership agreoment by direet discussions and negotiationa, In the
avent the parties eannot resalve a digsgreement through such means, gither party may tenuinate the
sgreement st the gnd of the then~aurrent schoo] yesar.

i . . Datg: Mg ‘f ;g;ww
Board of Trustees

S;gncd L A KA e " Date:
'C’ﬁizr, Lyme Ss?mci Byl

‘et 18




ADDENDUM A:
Provision of Evidence of Good Standing

(from section IV 4. of Thetford Academy's Policy on Admission of Day Students [C23] dated Sept. 13, 2018)

A student from & non-designating town may be denied admission if s/he is not in good standing at the

school ar schoals most recently attendad, if the student has previously attended schoel. A student shall be

considered "in good standing” if s/he can provide evidence of the following:

(i) s/he has not been Jegally dismissed or suspended for more than ten days during the preceding twelve
months for disciplinary reasons, and

(ii) s/he is making satisfactory progress toward the completion of an appraved school or home study
pragram, and

(iii) her/his school attendance record presents a reasonable likelihood that any existing attendance
requirements of Thetford Academy will be met.

A student who is unable to provide evidence of good standing may be admitted if it is the determination of

the Head of School, basat on information presented by the student, that there is a reasonable likelihood that

the student will benefit from and succeed in the programs offered by Thetford Academy.

T ADNDENDUM B:
+  Appeal of Denial of Admission

(fram section IV B. of Thetford Academy's Poligy on Admissian of Day Students [C25] dated Sept. 13, 2018)

If & student from a non-designating town is denied admission to Thetford Academy, the student may appeal
the decision to the Head of School, If still denied admission, the student may appeat the Head of Schoal's
decision by submitting within ten days of the denial 2 written request to appeal to the Thetford Acaderny
Board of Trustees. The Board of Trustees shall provide an opportunity for the student and/or his or her
parent or guardian to discuss the request not to uphold the decision of the Head of School. The Board shall
render a decision within 30 days of the request to appeal.

ADDENDUM C:
Day-Student Tuition

(from section [V.C. of Thetford Academy's Rolicy an Admission of Day Students [C25] dated Sept. 13, 2018)

1. On or before January 13th of each year, Thetford Academy shall establish tuition rates for day students
for the next school year and shall notify the school board(s) of all sending-town schoel districts and the
Secretary of Education of any proposed increase in tuition rates. Tuition rates shall be established in
accord with Chapter 21 of Title 16 of the Vermont Statutes Annotated and regulations of the State
Board of Education. In calculating base tuition rates, all operating expenses and capital costs shall be
amortized equally across the student body. The base tuition rate shall be the same for all day students,
regardless of town of residence.

2. Payment of tuition shall be made in two equal installments, due within 30 days of the date of an invoice
from Thetford Academy. Invoice dates wili ba September 15 and Decembeés15.

3. When a student enrolls at Thetford Academy after the beginning of a semester, tuition for the student
shall be pro-rated accordingly and shall be payable immediately.



Sending towns shall receive reimbursement of public tuition funds for students who have withdrawn
from Thetford Academy, on a per-diem pro-rated basis, following formal written notification of
withdrawal by the student's parent or guardian. Sending towns shall also receive public-tuition
reimbursement, on a per-diem pro-rated basis, for students who have been dismissed from Thetford
Academy, following formal written notification of dismissal to the student's parent or guardian and to
the sending town's school beard. In cases of dismissal for truancy, pro-rated tuition reimbursement will
be counted from the first day of absence in the eonsecutive sequence leading to dismissal. Students
from non-sending towns who pay private tuition to Thetferd Academy and who have been dismissed
from the Academy for any reason are not eligible to receive private-tuitien reimbursement. Temporary
separation from the school, such as a suspension for disciplinary reasons or an absence due to illness or
family emergency, shall not be grounds for adjustment of public ar private tuition-payment obligations.

Thetford Academy shall netify the sending towa's ssheel superintendent (as well as parents or legal
guardians) in writing when any enrolled student has execeded absence limits as specified in the Student
Handbook, in order for the sending town to heip promote regular attendance.

For sending-town students enralled at Thetford Aseduny and in a voeational program at eithar River
Bend Career & Teshnical Center or Harttord Area Career and Teehnology Center, Thetford Academy
shall bill the sending town a voeational-student rate, based on the assumption that each such student is
enrolled for four course credits in' that year at Thetford Academy. Sending towns shall assume
responsibility for technical/votational-center tuition and shall make payment directly to River Bend

. Career & Technical Center or Hartford Area Career and Technology Center, as appropriate, for

sending-town students enrolled in the programs at those institutions.

For each student on 8 Section 504 Blan, Thetferd Academy shall invoice excess cost in addition to the
base tuition rate. For sending-town students with [adividualized Edueation Programs (JEPs) per federal
IDEA statutes, Thetford Academy shali bill the sending town aecording to the services identified in the
IEPs on 2 fee-for-service invoice otherwise known as Special Education Excess Cost. Individual
student contracts will be provided through the Special Education Agresment signed with the sending
town, which shall outline the costs, billing pracedures, and responsibilities of both parties.

Interest at an annual rate of 2% above prime lutorast rates (annual) shall be charged on balanees that
remain unpaid after 30 days,



